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If you would like this document translated please contact the Bilingual/World Languages 
Department at 617-349-6468. 

Announcements are authored and proofread by each individual contributor. If you have a 
question or comment please contact the contributor directly using the contact information 
listed in the announcement. The parent volunteer editor(s) may be contacted at 
graham.parks.newsletter@gmail.com. 

A Note from Principal Sarah Fiarman 
January, 2012 

Dear Families, 

January often begins as a month of reflection.  Many people ponder the just-ended year and 
write New Year’s resolutions for the coming months.  We have a version of this at Graham 
and Parks at this time as well.  During the month of January, teachers spend considerable time 
reflecting on their students’ progress.  They share their assessments of student learning 
through progress reports sent home to families at the beginning of next month.  The process is 
enormously time-consuming and – we hope -- useful.  Teachers think carefully about each 
student as they write these reports.  We hope that you’ll read your child’s progress report 
carefully and perhaps create some resolutions of things to work on together in the coming 
months.  Each child will have a different area that needs developing:  math facts; patience 
with peers; more consistent nightly reading; persistence with challenging tasks; greater 
discipline regarding each night’s homework; increased curiosity and self-motivation,  
among others.  

During the month of January, we will also conduct whole-staff and grade-level “Progress 
Check-ins” for both reading and math.  These meetings are a time for us to reflect on the 
overall progress of students across the grades.  We’ll look at grade-level benchmarks as well 
as growth over time to ensure that all students are moving forward in their learning.  In the 
context of our school’s project-based learning approach, these check-ins are a way to ensure 
that cross-curricular projects effectively help each child to meet the standards. 

As always, I encourage you to contact your child’s teacher with any questions you might have 
about your child’s progress – or if you just want to say thank you for all the work the teachers 
put into these reports… and everything else. 

I wish everyone a joyful new year! 

Warmly, 

 

 

What's Up @ G&P 
January 2012 

Main Office 
617-349-6577 

School Cancelation Line: 
617-349-6513 

Tardy or Late Line: 
617 349-6577 x125 

 

Contacting G&P Staff 

For time sensitive messages, 
call the main office at  

617-349-6577. 

While staff cannot take phone 
calls during the day, you can 

leave a voice message by 
calling 617-349-6577 and 

using the classroom number 
as the extension. 

Staff members have email 
addresses as follows: 

First initial and last name as 
one word, followed by 

@cpsd.us 
For example, Jane Smith 
would be jsmith@cpsd.us 

Staff members also have 
mailboxes in the front office 

where you may leave a note. 

 

Communicate with the G&P 
Community 

Email lists: 

Blackboard Connect for official 
school announcements, sent to 

email addresses on 
emergency cards. 

gp21 is a parent-run Yahoo 
group with discussions of 
school matters as well as 
sharing of information and 

resources. Visit 
groups.yahoo.com/group/gp21 
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G&P Calendar and Highlights 
Items that are underlined have more information in the G&P Happenings section. 

December 
• Monday, Dec. 26 through Monday, Jan. 2: No School – Winter Break 

• Tuesday, Jan. 10: 8:00 – 9:00 AM, Front Lobby: Meet the Steering Committee Members - Our new Steering 
Committee for 2012 will be in the front lobby at G&P to meet and greet folks, listen to any concerns or 
suggestions. 

• Thursday, Jan. 12: 6:00 – 8:00 PM, First floor conference room: New Steering Committee meets. All 
welcome.  Childcare by advance reservation.  Contact Family Liaison Judy Amendola at 
jamendola@cpsd.us or 617-349-6577, x115.  Dates for SC meeting in 2012. 

• Monday, Jan. 16: No School – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

• Friday, Jan. 27: Green Streets Walk-Ride Day 

• Tuesday, January 31st – Final day for Kindergarten Lottery Registration at the Family Resource Center, 459 
Broadway. 617-349-6551. 

Looking Ahead 
• Monday, Feb. 20 through Friday, Feb. 24: No School – February Vacation 

• Monday, Mar. 6: Early Release Day, Dismissal at 12:25 PM. 

• Friday, Apr. 6: No School – Good Friday 

• Monday, Apr. 16 through Friday, Apr. 20: No School – April Break 
• Wednesday, May 9: Early Release Day, Dismissal at 12:25 PM. 

• Monday, May 28: No School – Memorial Day 

• Monday, June 18: Last day of school with no snow days 

G&P Happenings 

Final Reminder re: Kindergarten Sibling Preference/K Lottery Registration 
If you have a sibling already in the school, your incoming Kindergartener has sibling preference.  If you 
have not already responded to the November Sibling Survey, or registered, please contact Family Liaison 
Judy Amendola immediately at jamendola@cpsd.us or 617-349-6577 x115. Tuesday January 31st is the 
final day of Kindergarten Lottery Registration at the FRC. 

New Lost and Found Procedure 
Lost & Found items are typically located in the Avon Street Lobby. Starting in January, we will purge 
the Lost and Found on a MONTHLY BASIS.  On the third Monday of each month we will bring lost 
and found items to the front Linnaean Street lobby. On the following Monday, remaining items will be 
given to charity.  

Wanted: Gently Used Games and Legos  
Room 108 would love to inherit any gently used games or legos that have run their course in your 
household.  Many thanks in advance!  Ellen McCrum   
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Physical Education Calendar – 
Great suggestions for keeping everyone moving! The calendar is attached at the end of the newsletter, 
courtesy of Susan Harris, Physical Education Teacher at G&P. 

Steering Committee Updates 
Steering Committee Election Results 

Congratulations to the 2012 Steering Committee Parent members: Adam Mitchell, Anish Dhanda, David 
Jacobson, Mary-Ann Matyas and Sarah Foleno.  They will be in the G&P lobby on Tuesday, January 
10th, from 8:00 – 9:00 AM.  Please stop by for a cup of coffee to meet and greet our parent 
representatives and let us know what school issues interest you.    Our staff members on the 2012 Steering 
Committee this year are Claudie Jean Baptiste, Kathy Greeley, Anne Smith and Stephan MacLellan.  

Many thanks also to departing parent representatives Georges Atallah and Yogesh Gajjar, as well as staff 
representatives Florence Freda and Sarah Shaw for their service to the school!   

A contact list for the Steering committee is on the last page of the newsletter. 

Innovation Agenda Update 

The Vassal Lane Transition Committee had its second meeting late November.  Minutes from the meeting 
were distributed separately via G&P school email (Blackboard Connect) and GP21.  During this meeting, 
representatives from each triad shared traditions and activities that were meaningful to their school.  Upon 
learning about Haggerty’s Peace Day Celebration, which honors peacemakers at Haggerty and throughout 
the world, we partnered with Tobin to send Haggerty a bouquet of flowers on the day of this celebration, 
December 9th.  Our message with the flowers said, “To the Haggerty School Community:  We join you in 
spirit as you celebrate peacemakers at Haggerty and around the world.  From the Tobin and Graham and 
Parks Schools”.  Nancy Campbell, the Haggerty principal, shared the card at the whole-school assembly 
and reported that people were touched by this thoughtful gift.  One parent emailed her to say of the 
flowers, “They were as thoughtful as they were beautiful, and I don't think I was alone in responding to 
the depth of the gesture they conveyed.” 

If you did not see a copy of the Transition Committee minutes, please refer to Judy Amendola’s 
Blackboard Connect e-mail from December 7th, 2011.  The next Vassal Lane Transition Committee 
meeting will be held in January. 

The Upper School Heads of School search is underway.  The search committee established by the district 
met to review resumes on Tuesday, December 6th.  A full list of the search committee members is posted 
on the CPS website.  Thank you to Haggerty parent John Holland, G&P teacher Sarah Shaw, and Tobin 
Interim Principal Martha Mosman for serving on this committee as the Vassal Lane Triad representatives. 

At a recent Cambridge City-wide School Advisory Group meeting, Superintendent Jeff Young reported 
that approximately 50 applications were submitted for consideration.  The potential candidates 
represented a mix of internal (already working within CPS) and external, as well as local and national 
candidates.  From these, the search committee selected approximately 15 candidates who were 
interviewed on December 19th and 20th.   The district will host a series of town hall meetings for 
Cambridge families to meet the semi-finalists in January.   

Superintendent Young also shared that approximately 120 families and 45 staff members responded to the 
Heads of School survey.  The survey responses included responses from all school communities.  The 
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results from the survey were shared with the search committee members.  In addition, members of the 
Vassal Lane Upper School Transition Committee collected responses to a Head of School survey 
specifically for the Vassal Lane Upper School, and they planned to share these with the hiring committee 
before interviews began.     Submitted by the Steering Committee on December 20th, 2011 

 

Of Interest Outside G&P 

504 Plan Workshop 
Thursday, January 12, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, Cambridge Rindge and Latin School: This free workshop explains 
the purpose and legal requirements of Section 505 plans, including the difference between an Individual 
Education Program (IEP) and a 504 Plan. The new CPS 504 Plan Coordinator, Jennifer Materazzo, will 
also join us to introduce herself and explain her role as a resource for parents. Childcare will be provided. 

For more information contact 617-593-4402 or rrippey@cpsd.us or see our website, 
www.cambridgepacse.org 

Bullying:  A  Two-Part Series/Part I: Helping the Child Who is Bullied 
Wednesday, January 18, 6:30 PM, Cambridge Public Library Children's Room 449 Broadway 
Cambridge: Are you concerned that your child is being bullied by others, or that s/he may be a bully 
themselves?  These workshops offer ways to teach children skills to help them avoid being bullied or 
becoming bullies. 

Bullying:  A  Two-Part Series/Part II: Preventing and Diffusing Bullying Behavior 
Wednesday, January 25, 6:30 PM, Cambridge Public Library Children's Room 449 Broadway 
Cambridge: Are you concerned that your child is being bullied by others, or that s/he may be a bully 
themselves?  These workshops offer ways to teach children skills to help them avoid being bullied or 
becoming bullies. 

GreenStreets Walk/Ride Day 
January 27, 8:00 – 8:25AM, Front lobby: Give the family car and the planet a break by walking or riding 
the last Friday of the month. Show your Walk/Ride Day hand stamp in one of the dozens of local stores 
displaying the Green Streets logo to get discounts. Visit www.gogreenstreets.org for a listing of 
participating stores, and while you're there, click on “Raffle & Check-in” to qualify for prizes awarded 
each month. Walk/Ride Days for the balance of the school year: 24 February, 30 March, 27 April,  
and 22 June. 

Caution re: Ice on Ponds and Rivers 
A REMINDER to families - Make sure your children know not to walk out on ice covered rivers or lakes. 
The water in the Charles River and MOST local waterways is never frozen enough to risk walking on.  
Though it appears to be frozen, the water beneath the ice is moving, creating thin spots.  In addition, 
warm waters flowing into the river also create thin spots.  
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2012 Steering Committee - the governing body of the school. 

Members sit for one calendar year.  Elections take place in December of each year. 

  

Parent  Members: 

Anish Dhanda –  617- 834-2084    anish.dhanda@gmail.com 

Sarah Foleno –   617-491-4904 (H) and 617-256-5190    sfoleno@comcast.net 

David Jacobson  617-947-4571   jacobsondl@gmail.com 

Maryann Matyas   617- 945-5462  ma.matyas@comcast.net 

Adam Mitchell   617-864-6362  amitchell@c7a.com 

  

Teaching Staff Members 

Claudie Jean-Baptiste     617-349-6577 x106   cbaptiste@cpsd.us 

Kathy Greeley     617-349-6577 x111    kgreeley@cpsd.us 

Stephen MacLellan    617-349-6577    smaclellan@cpsd.us 

Anne Smith   617-349-6577   asmith@cpsd.us 

You can also contact staff by leaving a note in their mail box in the main office. 

 

Other School Staff Members: 

Principal Sarah Fiarman   617-349-6577    sfiarman@cpsd.us 

Assistant Principal Barry McNulty 617-349-6577    bmcnulty@cpsd.us 

Family Liaison Judy Amendola   617 349-6577 x115,    jamendola@cpsd.us 

 

Community Member 

Community School Director Mary Ellen Breen   617-349-6267    mbreen@cambridgema.gov 
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